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one imputes such a design to his Royal Highness, but the

on dit certainly is that others who cherish such a design
hope to accomplish it by means of the unconscious co-
operation of the Crown Prince, and that the hatchers of
nefarious plots to subvert the government by force have
now a better prospect of success than formerly,

P. 12, The request for timely notice of the business to
be discussed at the councils has always been recognised as
reasonable, and will always be complied with; indeed, fre-
quent expression has been given to the wish that his Royal
Highness would permit himself to be kept more exactly ait
courant than was heretofore possible. That would mean
that his Royal Highness's place of residence should always
be known and always be within reach, that he himself
should always be accessible to ministers, and that his dis-
cretion should be unimpeachable. Especially necessary,
however, is it that the intermediary advisers, with whose
aid alone his Royal Highness can be authorised to busy
himself with the consideration of pending affairs of state,
should be adherents, not of the opposition, but of the gov-
ernment, or at least impartial critics without intimate re-
lations with the opposition in the Diet or the press. The
question of discretion is that which presents most difficulty,
, especially in regard to our foreign relations, and must con-
tinue so to do until his Royal Highness and her Eoyal
Highness the Crown Princess have fully realised that in
ruling houses the nearest of kin may yet be aliens* and of
necessity, and as in duty bound* represent other interests
than the Prussian* It is hard that a frontier line should
also be the line of demarcation between the interests of
mother and daughter* of brother and sister; but to forget
the fact is always pilous to the state.